Cefaclor at a dose of 3 g given orally with 1 g probenecid appears to be an effective alternative to spectinomycin 2 g in the treatment of gonorrhoea in areas where strains of penicillinase producing Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) are prevalent.
shows the minimum inhibitory concentrations (MIC) of spectinomycin, cefaclor, and cefamandole for PPNG and non-PPNG strains tested. The unpaired t test was used to determine the significance of the difference between the mean MICs for PPNG and non-PPNG strains. The mean MIC of spectinomycin was 8-26 jug/ml for PPNG strains and 7 8 Mg/ml for non-PPNG strains (significant difference t = 3-459 p<0-01). The mean MIC of cefaclor was 5 -29 Mg/ml for PPNG and 2-04 Ag/ml for non-PPNG strains (significant difference t = 11 897 p<0 01). The mean MIC of cefamandole was 7 57 ,ug/ml for PPNG and 2 28 ,ug/ml for non-PPNG strains (significant difference t = 14 375 p<0 01).
SIDE EFFECTS
One patient who was treated with cefaclor complained of generalised itching all over the body at night after treatment. He was examined on the day after treatment, when he came for follow up, but no K Panikabutra, C Ariyarit, A Chitwarakorn, and C Saensanoh 
